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9 February 2026   

To: Kate S. Schwartz   

ksschwartz@fredericksburgva.gov   

cc: Planning@fredericksburgva.gov   

The Historic Fredericksburg Foundation has reviewed the upcoming agenda and related 

COA documents for the February 9, 2026, meeting of the Architectural Review Board and 
submits the following comments on select projects.   
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
9.A. COA 2601-0166 – 102 Hanover Street – Flood Barrier Installation 
 
HFFI requests the removal of this application from the consent agenda to better understand the 
proposed work at this 2022 building.  
 
Public Hearing: 
 
10.B.ii. COA 2601-0168 – 1101 Caroline Street 
 
HFFI wants to thank the applicant and stewards of this property for the repairs and needed 
maintenance in the past year or so. This resource is unique in terms of its form and 
architectural detailing in town, and we appreciate the care that is being taken to rehabilitate it.  
 
I did a little bit of research on this property and discovered that it first appears on the Sanborn 
map of 1896 as a double house or duplex, so it was constructed sometime between 1891 and 
1896. The City Directory of 1892 suggests that it was completed by that time and occupied by 
two families: that of Hamilton J. Eckenrode, a local shoe salesman, and John H Meyer, a 
proprietor of Germana Flour Mills. While the earliest 1896 map shows no porches on the west 
or south elevations, later iterations reveal repeated changes to the entrances and fenestration 
of the building. Over time, the property was used as offices, the Wissner School for boys, a 
boarding house, hotel, dining hall, barber shop, and recently a Ba’hai Faith Temple.  
 
HFFI is not opposed to replacing the grassy garden plots around the foundation and between 
the existing concrete and concrete block entrance stairs to the building. However, a 
widespread and irreversible treatment adding contemporary concrete pavers to the stairs 
negatively impacts these early- to mid-twentieth century features—all of which remain in good 
condition. I inspected them closely the other day and saw no spalling or uneven surfaces.  
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Limiting the pavers to the ground surface will also save the applicant a considerable amount of 
money by reducing material and labor costs.  
 
Again, HFFI thanks the applicant for making meaningful improvements to this historic asset 
and hope to see more of the historic fabric of this resource retained and repaired wherever 
possible.  
 
 
10.B.iii. COA 2601-0169 – 1104 Caroline Street 
 
HFFI appreciates the relative sensitivity of the proposed new infill at 1104 Caroline Street. It is 
broadly keeping with district guidelines and appears to be reasonably scaled in relation to its 
surroundings. However, we agree with staff’s recommendations for additional information at 
next month’s meeting to visually quantify the proposed design’s compatibility in context with 
neighboring historic assets. Such data is an important and valuable tool to assist the public and 
ARB in assessing any project’s scale and massing. Just some general dimensions for the 
regulating lines of adjacent properties would be helpful. 
 
While the architectural details require additional review in the future, a few flourishes might 
enhance its compatibility on a block with several Queen Anne and Folk Victorian dwellings. 
Perhaps something as simple as Hardie-plank shingles in the front-facing gable of the house or 
trading the matching double-hung gable window for a more-complex, multi-light arrangement? 
After all, the purpose of the guidelines is to support contextually sensitive design that responds 
to its unique context.  
 
Lastly, HFFI would also like to inquire about plans for any archaeology on the property. This lot 
was historically owned by General Hugh Mercer and many believe it to have been the original 
location of his apothecary.  
 
Again, our thanks to the project applicants for the care exhibited in proposed plans, and we 
look forward to learning more at the March meeting.  
 
 
General Public Comment: 
 
HFFI would like to inquire about the ARB’s involvement in City staff’s work to create and 
establish Neighborhood Conservation Districts (NCDs). As NCDs are a type of historic 
preservation planning tool, based in the same legal code that supports local historic districts 
and architectural review boards, does City staff have any plans to coordinate with the ARB 
before going back to City Council?  
 
It seems that the involvement of this commission would be important at the early stages of this 
effort, given the experiences and expertise ARB members have and also the duties and 
purpose of the ARB to the City.   


