
 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  City Council 
 
FROM:  Alfred D. Lott, ICMA-CM, CPM 
   City Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Status Report 

 
DATE:  March 10, 2022

 
 
Status Report 

 
 

1. Spring Events 
In lieu of the normal April/Earth Month calendar of events which usually includes the 
Bowie Green Expo and the Concert (both cancelled this year), Green Bowie will be 
hosting a number of smaller events spread out through March, April, and May. Subscribe 
to the Green Bowie e-newsletter to stay updated on events or contact the Sustainability 
Planner or Watershed Manager if interested in any of the below events. 
• March 19, April 2, April 23, 9-noon: Weed Warrior Workdays with the Green Team 

at Whitemarsh Park. *Student Service Learning hours available* (attachment 1). 
• March 22, 10 am: Coffee & Climate #2, focusing on trees and stormwater 

management. stormwater management. Register: https://bowie.fyi/coffclim2. 
(attachment 2). 

• March 23, 4-6pm: Pawsome Social. Sustainability Planner & Animal Control Officers 
at the Bowie Dog Park throwing a “pawsome” party for pups and owners (attachment 3). 

• April 2, 9-noon: Annual Stream Cleanup at multiple locations across the city. 
*Service hours available* (attachment 4). 

• May 7, time TBD: Pawsome Social #2 at Bowie Dog Park. 
• May 21, 10-2: Annual Bowie-Crofton Garden Club Plant Sale at the Belair Mansion. 

This is part of the larger Heritage Weekend taking place at the mansion.  
 

2. Bowie, Mitchellville and Vicinity Area Master Plan Approved 
On Tuesday, the Prince George’s County Council, sitting as the District Council, 
approved a new master plan for Bowie, Mitchellville and Vicinity.  At the Committee of 
the Whole session that preceded the final vote, Council Member Todd Turner proposed 
Amendment Number One, which modified the content of CR-18-2022 and restored the 
County Planning Board’s recommendations regarding the boundary of the Bowie Local 
Center.  The Committee passed the amended resolution and shortly thereafter, the District 
Council voted 7-0-1 (Burroughs abstained; Dernoga, Ivey and Glaros were absent) to 
approve Draft 2 of CR-18-2022.  The motions to approve were made by Council Member 

https://bowie.fyi/coffclim2
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Todd Turner and seconded by Council Member Derrick Davis.  This action concludes the 
updating of the Bowie Master Plan.  Later this year, the District Council is expected to 
initiate a Sectional Map Amendment to revise the zoning in the Bowie area to reflect the 
new Master Plan’s land use policies. 

 
3. Economic Development Committee (EDC) 

The Bowie EDC held their regular meeting on Wednesday and heard a presentation from 
Mr. Conor Crimmins, a member of the Kensington Town Council, on the successful 
effort to revive their old and historic downtown.  His slides and a background article are 
attached.  The recording of Mr. Crimmins presentation is on You Tube here: 
https://youtu.be/ojCCxXhHqVY.  Kensington’s Mayor, Tracey Furman, also spoke.  
Councilmember Gardner, Council’s liaison to the Committee, thanked the guest speakers 
on behalf of the City of Bowie.  The EDC will schedule an additional meeting about Old 
Town Bowie in the near future. 
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OUR ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT JOURNEY



2019 DATA, HTTPS://WWW.DATAUSA.IO/

BOWIE & KENSINGTON
HOW WE COMPARE WITH ONE ANOTHER

Bowie Kensington
Population 58,541 2,098

No. of Households 21K 798
Land Size 20.55 sq mi 0.51 sq mi

Median Age 42.7 43.2
Median Income $113,338 $125,357

Home Ownership 82.6% 60.8%
Median Property 

Value $338,100 $712,500



Pike & Rose District, 3.3 miles


Wheaton, 1.4 miles


Downtown Silver Spring, 3.8 miles


Chevy Chase/NW Washington DC, 5.4 miles


Bethesda, 4.2 miles

KENSINGTON, MD
OUR PLACE IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY



HTTPS://WWW.EXPLOREKENSINGTON.COM/

HISTORIC BUSINESS DISTRICT

MAP OF KENSINGTON HISTORIC BUSINESS DISTRICT



TWO DECADES OF PROGRESS: 2002 TO 2022

KENSINGTON, THEN & NOW

2002 Business Makeup

• No Alcohol Licenses

• Continental Pizza (take out)

• China Gourmet (in/out)

• Manny’s Subs (take out)

2022 Business Makeup

• Multiple alcohol license types available: on-sale, off-

sale, brewery, special event, tastings, salons

• Frankly…Pizza (in/out, Bethesda Magazine #1 or #2 

rated)*

• K’Town Bistro (top rated French)*

• Old Town Market (sandwiches)*

• Dish & Dram (local favorite)*

• Knowles Station Wine & Co. *

• Potomac Sweets Bakery

• deliClub*

• Five Guys

• Chipotle

• Starbucks

• Crisp & Juicy

• Hibachi Express

• Java Nation*

• Buns & Rice

• Talia’s Cuzina

• Gelatteria*

• Playa Bowls



Main Street Maryland Program

Main Street Maryland is a comprehensive downtown revitalization program created in 
1998 by the Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development.

The program strives to strengthen the economic potential of Maryland’s traditional main 
streets and neighborhoods. Designated Main Street Maryland communities have made 
a commitment to improve the economy, appearance and image of their traditional 
downtown business districts.


https://dhcd.maryland.gov/communities/pages/programs/mainstreet.aspx
https://mainstreetmaryland.org/

Program Open Space-Local


Program Open Space – Local provides financial and technical assistance to local 
subdivisions for the planning, acquisition, and/or development of recreation land or 
open space areas.


https://dnr.maryland.gov/land/pages/programopenspace/home.aspx


STATEWIDE PROGRAMS

MARYLAND GRANT AND REVITALIZATION PROGRAMS

https://dhcd.maryland.gov/communities/pages/programs/mainstreet.aspx
https://mainstreetmaryland.org/
https://dnr.maryland.gov/land/pages/programopenspace/home.aspx


• 2007: Formerly “Dry” Town; Changed Maryland 
State Liquor Control laws to allow alcohol for on- 
and off sale within Kensington


• Subsequent changes needed in 2019, 2020, and 
2022 as Business District grew


• 2012: Passed New Kensington Sector Plan for 
Redevelopment


• Creation of Development Review Board (DRB) 
committee to implement Sector Plan


• Get to know your elected officials (State, County, 
Local) & Planning Staf

REGULATIONS & 
POLITICAL OUTREACH
LEGISLATIVE & PLANNING CHANGES FOR ECON DEV



P lay (Fitness, Recreation, Parks)


L ive (Housing)


A rts (Public Art, Gallaries, Artisans)


C ommerce (Shops, Services, Markets)


E ntertainment (Live Music, Theatre, Events)

CREATING A P.L.A.C.E.
WHAT IS YOUR TOWN’S IDENTITY AND BRAND





• Website, Social Media


• Wayfinding Signage


• Marketing, Mailers, Directory


• Parking


• Events


• Awards (Bethesda Magazine Awared: Best 
for Pizza, Place for Wine, Farmers Market, 
Outdoor Music Venue)

HTTPS://WWW.EXPLOREKENSINGTON.ORG/

ANTIQUE ROW @ KENSINGTON 
HISTORIC BUSINESS DISTRICT
BRANDING AND MARKETING TO CREATE A SENSE OF PLACE



• Kensington Farmers’ Market & Summer Concert Series


• Kensington Day of the Book Festival


• Kensington Car Show


• Craft and Art Festivals


• Kensington Labor Day Parade & Festival and Paint the Town Art 
Contest


• Food Truck Nights


• Kensington 8K


• Holidays: Town Christmas Tree and Menorah Lightings, Holiday 
Open House, Caroling Around the Fountain, Light Up K’Town Festival


• Kensington Dog Parade


• 2022 Kensington Oktoberfest??

ACTIVATE THE 
SPACE
CREATING REASONS TO VISIT, SHOP, DINE, AND RETURN



• Perform a Gap/Needs Analysis


• What businesses are missing or needed, what 
bring foot traffic, what compliment what is there


• Get to know the building owners, business owners, 
and developers (yes, those guys)


• Talk to EVERYONE


• Be a brand ambassador for your space - know how 
to talk about your business district


• Be approachable, accommodating, and don’t be 
selfish

RECRUIT NEW 
BUSINESSES
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IS EVERYONE’S JOB



Farmers’ Market, every Saturday 9am - 1pm


Kensington Food Truck Nights, May - Oct


KHS Summer Concerts, Jun - Sep


Labor Day Parade & Festival, Sep 5


Paint the Town Art Show, Sep 3-5


Kensington Model Train Show, Sep 10-11


Opera in the Park, Oct 2022


Kensington Oktoberfest, Sep/Oct 2022


HTTPS://TOK.MD.GOV/FEATURED-EVENTS/

COME VISIT US
UPCOMING EVENTS IN KENSINGTON
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