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The Board of County Commissioners met in regular session in the Commission Chambers at the Ford County Government Center.

Those present were:   
 
Gary Thomas, Chairman 	                                  JD Gilbert, County Administrator   
Shawn Tasset, Commissioner                                  Tanda Bartlett, Assistant County Administrator          Chris Boys Commissioner                                        Debbie Cox, County Clerk                                           
			   				

Chairman Thomas called the meeting to order.  
Father Wesley Schawe, Cathedral of Our Lady of Guadalupe, led the group in prayer, followed by Chairman Thomas leading the Pledge of Allegiance.

Consent Agenda

Approval of Meeting Minutes: 2026-09 & 2026-10
Adds & Abatements: Adds & Abatements: 2023 PP $-300.66; 2024 PP $-300.86; 
2025 PP $-314.56;
Cereal Malt Beverage License: St. Andrew Knights of Columbus 1862

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve the consent agenda as presented. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Approval of Claims for Payment: $711,556.39

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve the claims for payment as presented, Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Open Public Comment 

Chairman Thomas addressed the loss of Ford County Firefighter/EMS William Cory “Liam” Price whom passed away April 19.2026 after a medical emergency in the line of duty. Condolences to the Department and Mr. Price family.
Brenda Frey, Ford Resident spoke of the need for the county to protect the county water with the Data centers coming in.
Mr. Morris Smith, Dodge City resident, spoke about the Dodge House Motel.
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Unfinished Business 

Planning & Zoning: Garcia Recovery Conditional Use Permit, Resolution No. 2026-14

PZ Director Melissa Drake presented Conditional Use Permit; this was tabled from the April 7, 2026 meeting. This is a CUP for a repossession, towing and vehicles storage business on real property commonly known as 801 Lulu Ave, Dodge City, Kansas. This was recommended by the Panning and Zoning board to reject the CUP.

Commissioner Tasset moved to reject the CUP approving Resolution No. 2026-14 A Resolution Denying a Conditional use permit and development plan for a repossession, towing and vehicles storage business on real property commonly known as 801 Lulu Ave. Dodge City, Kansas.
Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Garcia Recovery may submit a new CUP in a year.

Legal Counsel – None

County Administrator’s Report

Human Resources: Early Retirement Request

HR Director Vanesa Avila-Ochoa presented a request for employee’s early retirement approval. This employee meets all requirements for early retirement.

Commissioner Tasset move to approve the request as presented. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Human Resources: Employee Health Benefits

HR Director Vanesa Avila-Ochoa presented for approval the renewal regarding employee health benefits. The change will be the deductible for the Option 2. High deductible will go $3,300- $6,800. All others will stay the same. Stop loss will raise. There will be no cost increase to employees in premiums. 

Commissioner Boys moved to approve the renewal as presented. Chairman Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

HR Director Vanesa Avila-Ochoa presented for approval the 2026-2027 Cafeteria Plain for employees.

Commissioner Boys moved to approve the Cafeteria Plain as presented. Commissioner Tasset seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 
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Planning and Zoning: Ford County Comprehensive Steering Committee

PZ Director Melissa Drake presented an overview for potential Comprehensive Steering Committee members. No Action taken.

Planning and Zoning: Special Event Application Resolution No. 2026-17 

PZ Director Melissa Drake presented Resolution No. 2026-17 A Resolution to Approve a Special Event Permit to Host a Fit Fest and A 5K and 10K Run on the Real Property Legally Described in Exhibit A. 

Commissioner Boys moved to approve Resolution No. 2026-17 as presented. Chairman Thomas seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Dues: Kansas County Commissioners Association

The Kansas County Commissioners Association dues are $801.11. They were presented for approval.

Commissioner Tasset moved to approve the Kansas County Commissioners Association dues of $801.11. Commissioner Boys seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0.

Upcoming Meetings

Board of County Commission meeting: Monday May 4, 2026, 3:30 p.m. Commission Chambers
Kansas County Commissioners Assn. Conference: April 22-24, 2026, Hutchinson, KS
Community Facilities Advisory Board (CFAB): May 19, 2026 6:30 p.m., Dodge City Municipal Services Building.
NACo Annual Conference: July 17-20, 2026, New Orleans, LA 


Chairman Thomas moved to adjourn at 4:24 pm. Commissioner Tasset seconded the motion. Motion carried 3-0. 


BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
FORD COUNTY, KANSAS

______________________                           
Gary Thomas, Chairman


Attested: 

			
Debbie Cox, County Clerk
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